4th & 5th Grades -  Old Testament - Segment 4  

Goals & Lesson Plan
Numbers, Deuteronomy & Joshua Big Picture Goals/Objectives

1. Bible Authority - God is concerned about following His word exactly. The Jews were required to follow Gods commands. Gods word is not to be changed or ignored.  (Numbers 3:4; 14:40-42; 20:11-12; 6:17,25  Deut 29:9  Joshua 1:7,8  wall of Jericho  9:14; 22:5; 23:6)
2. The Jews reliance upon God for their protection.   Tell some of the ways God cared for the Israelites  (Joshua 23:5)

3. Rebellion to God has consequences
4. God is faithful, just and longsuffering

5. Gods ways often seem foolish to the world 
6. Times of prosperity can be dangerous to our spiritual well being.
7. God is faithful
8. God is Holy
9. Divine help does not exclude human exertion
10. Our tasks can, like the Israelites, appear impossible without Gods help.  (Phil 4:13)
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade          Segment #: 4      Lesson #: 1
Lesson Topic and Text:  The Canaanites Remain in the Land
NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
A. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.  List the tribes that did not drive out the Canaanites
2.  Angel of the Lord rebuking Israel
3.  Joshua Dies (Chapter 1 through 2:9 repeats some of the stories found in the book of Joshua)
4.  Israel serves idols (Baal and Ashtaroth) and the consequences
5. Judges were raised up to deliver the people
6. The people forsook the Lord when the Judges died
7.
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1. Know why the Angel of the Lord rebuked Israel - Judges 2:2 

2.  Name two idols that the people worshiped
3.  Why did God raise up judges
4.  What was the cycle of the people during this time
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  BEFORE TAKING IN HAND ANY IMPORTANT BUSINESS WE OUGHT TO SEEK GOD’S 
          DIRECTION.  Scripture/Prayer/Another Christian  Judges 1:1
     2. THE ADVANTAGE IN ALL IMPORTANT UNDERTAKINGS OF COOPERATION AND THE 
         MUTUAL ASSISTANCE OF FRIENDS.  Judges 1:3
     3. THE JUSTICE OF GOD IS FAITHFUL AND EXACT.  Judges 1:7

     5. THE PRESENCE OF GOD IS THE CHIEF SOURCE OF SUCCESS IN THE BATTLE OF LIFE.  
        God was with Judah, therefore he obtained possession of the mountains. If God is with his people 
        in their time of toil and difficulty, his presence is a security of active aid. He is with us not merely 
        to approve, but to help. The victory comes from him.

     6.  THE PRESENCE OF GOD WILL NOT ALONE SECURE PERFECT AND IMMEDIATE 
          SUCCESS. Though God was with Judah, still Judah could not drive out the inhabitants of the 
          valley.

1. God’s presence and aid do not dispense with human effort. It is Judah, not God, who fails. We may fail on our side of the work while God is not wanting on his.

2. God’s presence does not make us entirely independent of earthly circumstances. God did not annihilate the chariots of iron. We must not expect God to work such violent miracles as shall liberate us from all the inconveniences of life.

3. Human weakness may still linger about us after we have been blessed with the aid of God’s presence. The Israelites were too weak to overcome the inhabitants of the valley. Possibly they feared to face the chariots of iron. The measure of help we have from God is not limited in itself, but it is limited by our faith. If we had perfect faith we should have perfect success. But when we look away from God to the iron chariots of our foes, or, like Peter, from Christ to the threatening waves, we may fail from fear and human weakness, and God’s almighty power will not then save us from defeat. — A.
7. The Israelites and the Church is called to separate herself from the world (<460511>1 Corinthians 5:11). 
8. Baal and Ashtaroth. Ashtaroth is the plural of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians (<111105>1 Kings 11:5, 33), just as Baalim (ver. 11) is the plural of Baal. We read of Baal- berith, the god who presides over covenants; Baalzebul, or Zebub, the god who presides over flies, who could either send or remove a plague of flies, and so on. “Baal (lord or master) was the supreme male divinity of the Phoenician and Canaanitish nations, as Ashtoreth (perhaps the star, the planet Venus) was their supreme female divinity. Baal and Ashtoreth are frequently coupled       together. Many Phoenician names — Hannibal, Asdrubal, Adherbal, Belus, etc. — are derived 
from Baal.”
9. When Joshua and the elders were dead, the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. THEY HAD NO INDEPENDENT STRENGTH, NO POWER TO STAND FIRM BY THEMSELVES. Their religion, their good conduct, depended upon another. He was the buttress that supported them; when the buttress was taken away they fell. Hence the caution not to trust in mere influence, but to look well to the foundations of our own faith. The influence of another man is no substitute for a converted heart, and for soundness in faith and love. 
10.   THE CAUSES OF THE APOSTASY.
1. Defective education. So long as Joshua and his contemporary elders lived the people remained faithful. Apostasy arose in a new “generation which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.” But if the former generation had trained its children aright they would not have been thus ignorant. The Church should feel the supreme importance of the religious education of the young. Her continued existence depends on this. Children do not inherit their father’s religion by natural succession. They must be trained in it.

2. Circumstances of ease. While the people were surrounded with the perils of the wilderness they displayed a moral heroism which melted beneath the sun of peaceful prosperity. Worldly comfort brings a great inducement to religious negligence.

3. Tolerance of evil. The earlier generation had failed to extirpate the idolatry of Canaan, and now this becomes a snare to the later generation. Indifference and indolence in regard to the wickedness which is around us is certain to open the door of temptation to our children, if not to ourselves.

4. The worldly attractions of the lower life. The service of God involves high spiritual efforts, purity of life, self-sacrifice, and difficult tasks (<062419>Joshua 24:19). The service of the world is more agreeable to the pleasures of sense and selfishness. Regarded from the low ground of sense and with the short sight of worldly wisdom, it is easier to worship Baal than to worship the Eternal. — A.

11. GOD’S HATRED OF SIN. Judges 2:14, 20   GOD’S EXCEEDING AND TENDER MERCY. 
           Judges 2:18

12.  It's frightening to think how quickly the Israelites forgot God!  Why did this happen?  The younger people did not see the wonderful miracles that happened before they were born.  There was a way, though, they could have known about them and all God had done for their forefathers. How?  (The parents had been commanded to teach God's way to their children.) Adults who were alive should have told how God parted the Red Sea, how He gave the law to Moses at Mt. Sinai, how He rolled back the swift Jordan River, and how He had helped them conquer Canaan.  How sad to think their parents did not show them God's way to be happy and receive His blessings!

13. Discuss what happens to people when they forget that God is the One who blesses them when things go well.  What will a person do when he truly understands that everything he has comes from God?  How does knowledge of God help young people avoid a lot of problems?

D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1. Begin learning the Judges and Judges 2:18-19
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  Rebellion to God has consequences
     2.  God is faithful, just and longsuffering
     3. 
Note:  If not in file cabinet, Attach Lesson Material to Plan. If possible, provide this completed form and any lesson material in electronic form to lsetjones@bellsouth.net 
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade          Segment #: 4      Lesson #: 2
Lesson Topic and Text: God sends Judges to Help Israel  Judges 3
NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
B. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.  God left some nations in Israel to test their obedience
2.  Israel disobeys God - Judges 3:6  and God delivers them into hand of Cushanrishathaim
3. Israel cries out for deliverance and God raises up Othneil – 40 years of rest
4. After Othneils death, the people did evil and God delivered them into the hands of Eglon the king  
    of  Moab
5.  Israel cried out for deliverance and God raised up Ehud.
6.  Ehud kills Eglon and the people defeat the Moabites
7.  Shamgar is the next judge
8.  People did evil and God sold them into the hands of Jabin King of Canaan

B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1.  List the first 4 Judges and tell the main event surrounding their life 
2.  Describe the “cycle” for the period of the Judges . We find the cycle described in Judges 2:11‑19 repeated over and over again in the book of Judges.  A good memory clue for this cycle is A, B, C, and D.  
APOSTASY ‑ The Israelites violated God's law and began to worship idols.

OPPRESSION ‑ Enemy nations were raised up by God to oppress and trouble or persecute the Israelites.  (Bondage)

REPENTANCE ‑ In time, the Jews would realize their sin.  They would then repent and ask God to deliver them from their oppression.  (Correction)

DELIVERANCE ‑ God would raise up a judge who would lead the people in battle, defeating the enemy and delivering the nation.  For a time, the nations would remain faithful to God.  

3. Name the 6 groups of people left living in the land - Judges 3:5

C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  The importance of who we marry.  How can a spouse lead us away from God  2 Cor 6:14
     2.  Discuss the foolishness of thinking that a statue of a person, bird, fish or other animal could help us.  What is the allurement of worshipping idols?  What do people depend on today to make them happy instead of God
     3.  HOW INTIMATE ASSOCIATION WITH THE WORLD AFFECTS  OUR THE SPIRITUAL 
          LIFE.
D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.  Have each student name the Judges 
     2
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1. The Jews reliance upon God for their protection
     2. Rebellion to God has consequences.  
     3.  Gods ways often seem foolish to the world (Judges are not the ones the world would expect as 
          leaders) I  Cor 1:18, 27-29  
Note:  If not in file cabinet, Attach Lesson Material to Plan. If possible, provide this completed form and any lesson material in electronic form to lsetjones@bellsouth.net 
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade          Segment #: 4      Lesson #: 3

Lesson Topic and Text:  Deborah helps the Israelites     Judges 4-5
NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
C. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1. God raises up Deborah as the next Judge

2. Deborah, Balak and 10,000 men from Naphtali  defeat Sisera and Jabin’s army.

3.  Jael kills Sisera with a tent peg
4.  The song of Deborah and Barak
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1.  Tell how long Jabin had oppressed the children of Israel 4:3    20 years
2.  Know who the characters are in the story- Deborah, Sisera, Jabin, Jael, Heber
3.  Explain what a Judge was - The chief accomplishment of the judge was that of military leader.  However, they often remained as statesmen and political leaders, administering justice among the Israelites.  In some cases, the judges passed from the scene shortly after the crisis was over.  Fifteen judges were raised up by God‑‑14 men and one woman.  Most judges rose up in a crisis.  Deborah was somewhat different in that she was already well‑known for her wisdom.  She helped the people before any actual battle took place
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.

     1. God can use the bad actions of people to accomplish His will and bring deliverance.   The actions 
         of Ehud and Jael were not noble but God was able to accomplish His purposes.
     2.  How should we respond if our friends ask us to lie for them?  (Sisera to Jael)
     3.   Judges 4: 4.  A prophetess-As there were men-prophets, so there were also women-prophetesses, as Miriam, Ex 15:20. Huldah, 2Ki 22:14, and divers others; but the word prophets or prophetesses is ambiguous, sometimes being used of persons extraordinarily inspired by God, and endowed with the power of working miracles, and foretelling things to come; and sometimes of persons endowed with special gifts or graces, for the better understanding and discoursing about the word and mind of God. Of this sort were the sons of the prophets, or such as were bred in the schools of the prophets. who are often called prophets, as 1Sa 10:5,10. And because we read nothing of Deborah's miraculous actions, perhaps she was only a woman of eminent holiness, and knowledge of the holy scriptures, by which she was singularly qualified for judging the people according to the laws of God.  Judged Israel-That is, determined causes and controversies arising among the Israelites, as is implied, ver.Jg 4:5
   4.   SELF-SACRIFICE FOR THE GOOD OF OTHERS. The ninth verse of chapter 5 is an awakening call to voluntary sacrifice on the altar of the public good. While men in general are hanging back from exertion and danger in sloth or timidity, unwilling to run any risk, or to make any effort, there are those who, with high-minded zeal for their country’s or their Church, burst asunder the restraining bonds of selfishness, and, with their life in their hands, offer themselves willingly for the common cause. Deborah’s burst of generous admiration toward those who did so in her time is a stirring call to us to imitate their example. But let us not imagine that such self sacrifice is confined to extraordinary occasions: or can be executed only on the platform of great emergencies. Unselfish efforts for the good of others find room for their exercise in the common round of every-day life. He who works when he is weary, who overcomes his natural shyness or timidity, who lays aside his own schemes or tastes and takes up work which is distasteful to him, who risks losses in money, in consideration, in convenience, in comfort, in ease, in leisure, that he may do something which he believes will be useful to others, is treading in the steps of these “willing governors,” and deserves like them the warm approval of all generous hearts.

5.  The Jews reliance upon God for their protection - Deborah received credit for the victory, but she gave God the praise.  She realized that the victory was possible because God was her helper.  In her song, she said, "The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, until I, Deborah, arose, that I arose a mother in Israel." (Judges 5:7).  Truly Deborah had led and cared for the nation as a mother cares for her child.  She was not only a wise judge, but a great leader of her people.

6.  Women’s Roles - Take snapshots of the women in the congregation as they work for the Lord.  (Example: preparing the Lord's Supper, preparing the weekly ‘News and Notes,’ cleaning the building, teaching a class, etc.) Discuss how women can please God in special ways.  Point out that the men should lead the public worship, but women's service, although less visible, is as important and valuable to God.  Did Deborah and Jael act in a righteous way?  Deborah took a prominent position, and Jael acted as an individual.  God needs all women working for Him in some manner.

Reading about Barak and Deborah shows us that God did not plan for Deborah to lead the armies of Israel against King Jabin of Hazor because that was a man's job.  Jael was not praised as a leader of men, either.  She showed her bravery in acting alone.  God has different plans for men and women today, too. (Read the following statements and let children indicate whether the man or woman is responsible for that role‑‑some could be both.  Discuss the role of women in the Lord's work as time permits.)

1. Take care of the home
8. Help teach men in private

2. Earn the living
9. Take care of the baby

3. Be an Elder in the church
10. Tell others about Jesus

4. Be a preacher in the church
11. Obey God

5. Be a song leader in the church
12. Buy groceries

6. Teach women and children
13. Live for Jesus

7. Teach men publicly

D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1. show the continuing cycle of sin, oppression, deliverance and peace (or rest) for Israel
     2. Review the events studied thus far in the book of Judges.  This will connect the history of the book of Judges to what has been studied in the book of Joshua.  It will afford you the opportunity to see why events occurred as they did during the time of the judges.  Basically, the Israelites did not do all God told them to do when they captured the land of Canaan.  Agreements they made with the people living in Canaan were in violation of God's law.  The people had believed in God when they had a strong leader.  But when they died, the new generation grew up without knowing about God and His power.  When they were adults, they failed in two ways.  They did not carry out God's command to get rid of the nations in Canaan who worshipped idols and did not tear down their altars.  Suppose your parents never took you to Bible class or talked about God?  How would you know what God expects of you?

E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1. Bible authority. The importance of following God's plan
     2.  The Jews reliance upon God for their protection.   
     3. 
Note:  If not in file cabinet, Attach Lesson Material to Plan. If possible, provide this completed form and any lesson material in electronic form to lsetjones@bellsouth.net 
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 4
Lesson Topic and Text:   Israel Oppressed by Midianites    Judges 6

NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
D. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.  Midianites oppress Israel for seven years due to the peoples disobedience
2.  The Midianites and the Amalekites intimidate the Israelites and take their crops and livestock
3.  After the people cry out for help God does not immediately deliver them
4.  Cover details of the Angel of the Lord appearing to Gideon
5.  Gideon questions Gods provisions instead of placing the blame on the people
6.  Gideon wanted some sign so that he might know that God really wanted him to do this work
7.  Gideon destroys altar to Baal and offers sacrifice to the Lord.
8.   Gideon calls men from the tribes of Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali to fight the Midianites and the   
     Amalekites

9.  Gideon asks for a sign twice from God
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1. After Deborah died, how long did the country have peace?

2. What people gave the Israelites trouble?

3. Why did God allow these people to trouble the Israelites?

4. What important thing did Gideon overlook when he asked why God had cast off His people?  
5. What test of courage and sincerity did God have for Gideon?

6.  What signs did Gideon ask of God?
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.

     1.  It was not God who had cast off the people, but the people who had forsaken God.  It was their sins that got them into this terrible condition.  Some people today talk like Gideon did.  They think God is not good because they are suffering.  But it is usually the cruelty of people to the other people that causes the trouble.  It is because people will not live as God has taught us to live that we get into trouble.  
     2. Midianites.  They were the descendants of Abraham and his second wife Keturah (Gen. 25:1‑2).  Moses found refuge with them while exiled from Egypt, and married the daughter of one of their priests (Ex. 2:15ff).  They gradually grew more hostile to the Israelites after they left Egypt and moved to take the land of Canaan.  The Amalekites were the descendants of those who had attacked Israel just after crossing the Red Sea (and before they got to Mt. Sinai).  The Ishmaelites were the descendants of Abraham and Sarah's handmaiden, Hagar.  They are often associated with the Midianites in the Bible.  They are the ancestors, in part, of the modern Arabs.

      3.  The people suffered as  a result of their disobedience.   “Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
           scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.”

      4.  THE IMMEDIACY OF GOD’S MERCY. “It came to pass, when the children of Israel cried .... that the Lord sent a prophet.”

      5.  WHEN GOD IS FOUND DURING OUR TROUBLES HE DOES NOT ALWAYS BRING IMMEDIATE DELIVERANCE. Israel called for help in need. God did not send the help at once. The people expected a deliverer, God sent a prophet. No word of promise is given by the prophet that relief will be accorded to the temporal distress of the nation. He speaks only of sin, and shows the ingratitude of the people, that they may feel how richly they deserve the calamities which have fallen upon them.
      5.  Gods ways often seem foolish to the world (choosing Gideon) Who was Gideon? The least considered member of a poor family, of a divided tribe, of which no name was famous in the annals of his country; a man unknown and unheard of, whose occupation was to thresh corn stealthily, lest the Midianites should take it; a man thought nothing of by his own countrymen, and contemptuously overlooked by his foreign masters. But he was the chosen instrument for delivering Israel. Gideon did not think he would be a good deliverer because his family was poor, and he was the least in his family.  Man is often impressed with outward looks, money, and power.  They think people with such things will make good leaders.  The angel of the Lord called him, "thou mighty man of valor."  Stress the wonderful blessing of knowing that God is with us. (Read Philippians 4:13.)
    6.  Compare Gideon's reluctance to serve with the similar humble attitude in Moses‑‑Ex. 4:1‑17
    7.  Make the point that idols have no power. This is found also in Habakkuk 2:18‑21, and Psalm 135:15‑18

    8.  God can take humble and brave men to accomplish tasks that seem overwhelming.  The faith of the men and the power of God combine to conquer obstacles of great proportion

    9. All our strength to do what is right comes from God.  Let's pray for this strength so we may be better boys and girls.  Let's ask God to help us to be obedient to our parents, overcome our desires for things, to consider the feelings and rights of others, and prepare our Bible lessons better, etc

    10.  Evidently Gideon's father worshipped the idol.  Do people today sometimes have to leave their father's religion to obey God?  See what the Bible teaches in Matt. 10:37.  God must come first.  (Read Acts 5:29) We must leave any religious practice if it is not according to the Bible, no matter whether our father or a friend follows it.  Discuss obedience to parents, and times when you have to make a decision to serve God above anyone else.
D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.  Review memory  verse and list of Judges
     2.

E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  Gods ways often seem foolish to the world (choosing Gideon)
     2.  Times of prosperity can be dangerous to our spiritual well being.
     3. God is faithful
     4.  Phil 4:13
Note:  If not in file cabinet, Attach Lesson Material to Plan. If possible, provide this completed form and any lesson material in electronic form to lsetjones@bellsouth.net 
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 5
Lesson Topic and Text:   Gideon Saves Israel   Judges 7-8

NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
E. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1. Tell how the number of fighting men dwindled from 32000 to 300 men
2. The dream of the Midianite
3. Gideon’s plan of attack
4.  The response of the Midianites
5.  The disobedience of the men of Succoth and Penuel
6.  Gideon had 70 sons by many wives.  He also had a son, Abimelech

7.  Gideon’s unwise request and use of gold earrings.
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1. How many men did Gideon have at first?  Read Judges 7:3 (22,000 + 10,000 = 32,000) 

2. Why did God want less men to fight?  Read Judges 7:2.  If a large army of the Israelites went into battle, they would boast they had gained the victory themselves.

3. How many were afraid and left for home?  22,000  How many were left after drinking the water?
4.  Describe Gideon’s plan of attack
5. What became a snare to Gideon?  8:27    Who was one of Gideons Sons that will be mentioned in the next lesson?  Abimelech
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
  1. How could 300 men defeat a great army that looked like a swarm of grasshoppers? Israel won 
           because they followed God's plan.  We should follow God's plan for us to be victorious.

  2.  Gideon asked for the enemy’s earrings that were taken, and the men gladly gave them to him their value was 1700 shekels of gold, besides the ornaments, collars and purple raiment that were on the Midian kings and the chains on their camels' necks.  Gideon made an ephod of these things, but we are told in 8:27 that this became a snare to him and his house.  He was putting too much importance on "things."

  3. Trust in God -  it is good and usually easy to trust people who love us, listen to us and do so much for us.  Because of these same reasons, it should be easy for us to love and trust God.  He has done so much more than anyone else has done for us.  He takes care of us, gives us what we need, listens to us, loves us, and tells us the right things to do.  Let us all learn to trust God more!
4. Repentance Produces Fruit: When a man is guilty of sin, God requires him to repent (Luke 13:3).  Repentance has been defined as "a change of mind, resulting in a change of life." It is helpful to see how repentance works in a person’s life.  Gideon saw the sin of idolatry.  When the angel appeared to him, he realized what the sin was.  He changed his mind, and this caused him to change his life.  The fruit was removing the cause of sin.  In other words, when he repented of idolatry, he got rid of the sinful altar.  It would be wrong to say, "I have sinned and I am now repenting," unless we remove the sin from our lives.

 5. Trying the Patience of God: God sent a messenger to Gideon, giving him a special job to perform. Gideon did not immediately accept the responsibility.  He asked for four different indications that God was with him.  Four times God bore patiently with Gideon.  In our sin, we are trying God's patience.  He wants us to live righteously and we live in sin.  But God is dealing with us patiently.  He does this for the simple reason that He does not want us to perish; but rather, He wants us to be saved (2 Pet. 3:9).

6.  There is Power in a Few if God is With Them: Remember how the multitudes of Midian were described.  They were as a swarm of grasshoppers and they had so many camels the Israelites could not count them.  Yet, God was sending Gideon into battle against them with only 300 men!  This seems an impossible task, except that God was with the 300, and He was against the multitude.  Read 1 Sam.  14:6c and discuss the meaning.  Define "restraint."

   Often, it seems that the people of God are few, while the servants of Satan are many.  Yet, with God as our helpers, we can overcome evil and gain victory over sin.  The success of our struggle with Satan is not dependent on God's power to overcome him, for God has more than enough power to defeat Satan.  It depends upon the measure of our faith (1 John 5:4).  If we have enough faith, God will help us be victorious, though few in number.

7. Every Man Must Stand in His Place:  When Gideon and his faithful 300 surrounded the enemy camp, each man had been told what to do.  On Gideon's signal, each one was to stand in place and do as Gideon commanded.  It was essential that each man do as he had been commanded. In this great story, we see that each man obeyed, and a great enemy was destroyed.

    The success of the devices used by Gideon to scare the Midianites into killing one another can be compared to modern strategies of war to deceive the enemies.  Example: American bombers in World War II dumped basket loads of foil over Germany to fool enemy radar regarding their number and destination.  Anti‑aircraft guns were prevented from accurate shooting by this scheme.

    In the church of the Lord, we are given commands to obey.  The elders have a job to do.  The deacons and evangelists have jobs to do.  Each member has a task to perform.  If the church is to succeed in her mission, every Christian must do his/her duty to be victorious

8.  Gods ways may not make since to us and may seem foolish to the world but we must trust and obey. Example: God has told us exactly how to be saved.  He says if we wish to be saved we must believe in Jesus, repent of our sins, confess Him before men and be baptized.  We should, when we understand God's commandments, obey without question because we know if God promises to save us if we do those things, His promise will be kept.
D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.  Song: “Faith is the Victory” or “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

     2. Drill:  Books of the Old Testament, The Twelve Tribes, and/or the 15 Judges
     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  Times of prosperity can be dangerous to our spiritual well being.
     2. Gods ways often seem foolish to the world (going to battle with 300 men and trumpets, torches and pitchers)
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 6
Lesson Topic and Text:  Israel is Ruled by More Judges     Judges 10-12
NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
F. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.  Though not a part of the lesson, it may be interesting to mention some of the story of Abimelech from Chapter 9.  Such as:

· Abimelech convincing his mothers relatives to influence the men of Shechem to make him king instead of the 70 sons of Gideon ruling
· 9:5 Abimelech kills his brothers except JOtham

· Jotham speaks to the men of Shechem from Mount Gerizim (9:7-20)

· A woman in Thebez throws a stone on the head of Abimelech and his armor bearer kills him so it could not be said that a woman killed him. (9:54)

2.  Tola judged Israel for 23 years
3.  Jair judged Israel for 22 years
4.  The people did evil again and worshipped the gods of the surrounding nations -10:6
5.  The people are sold into the hands of the Philistines and the sons of Ammon for 18 years
6.   God did not immediately deliver the people after they cried out for His help.  10:13
7.   Jephthah  becomes head of Gilead 11:11  and fights with the sons of Ammon who complained about their land being taken 300 years before, though the Israelites did not start the battle.
8.  Jephthah’s tragic vow

9.  Jephthah fights Ephraim because of their threat – 12:1

10.  Jephthah judged for 6 years

11.  Ibzan judged for 7 years

12.  Elon judged for 10 years

13.  Abdon judged  Isreal for 8 years
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1.  Know the judges in the lesson and understand that they are not unimportant or not good just because there is not much information concerning them.
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1. God will punish the evildoer (Judges 9 Abimelech)
     2.  The mercy of God  10:16
     3.  show the importance of vows and the care one must take in making one and the damage that can come  
          from  rash vows.  
     4.  IN regards to Jephthah sacrificing his daughter (from Pulpit Commentary) ----

Jephthah’s conduct should be viewed in the light of his age and of his own conscientious convictions, and not judged by the clearer light and changed convictions of Christendom. Measured by modern standards, it may appear superstitious, cruel, insane; but measured by the only standards to which Jephthah could bring it, his conduct was noble beyond expression. From the incident generally we may gather the following lessons: —

II. IT IS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD RECOGNISE GOD’S CLAIMS IN RETURN FOR THE RECEPTION OF HIS GRACE. The thank offering belongs not to the Levitical law alone, but to all religion (<451201>Romans 12:1). It is foolish to think to buy the help of God by promising him devotion in return (<012820>Genesis 28:20-22). But it may be helpful to our fulfilment of the duties of gratitude if we recognise the obligation of thankfulness even before we receive the special blessing of God, as we are more likely to realise it fully then than after we are relieved and satisfied. It should always be remembered that we have already received such great bounties from God that we are under constant

obligations to him, that he claims our hearts, our possessions, our all, and that our true blessedness is only found in perfect surrender to him.

III. IT IS GENERALLY FOOLISH AND WRONG TO MAKE A VOW THE CONSEQUENCES OF WHICH WE DO NOT FORESEE. There may be an occasional advantage in the vow to bind the soul by a solemn recognition of its obligations; but we are equally required to give God our all whether we make a vow or no. Nothing is more weak than to vow at a time when we axe not called to make a sacrifice, and then to prove unequal to the sacrifice when this is required. It is better to count the cost and refrain from making the vow if necessary (<421428>Luke 14:28). The vow is often only a sign of presumption. It would be well for us to turn our vows into prayers, and instead of promising that we will do some great thing, to ask God to give us grace to do it. Still, viewed from the standpoint of devotion, there is something noble in the perfect surrendering of self, and the brave trustfulness of Jephthah’s vow.

IV. WE SHOULD CONSIDER OURSELVES BOUND TO KEEP THOSE VOWS WHICH WE MAKE TO OUR OWN HURT SO LONG AS WE DO NOT FEEL THIS TO BE WRONG. Our own inconvenience is no excuse for declining to fulfil an obligation, just because we did not anticipate the trouble in entering into the obligation (<191504>Psalm 15:4). But our conviction of wrong is a reason for not keeping our promise. A promise to do evil is void from the first. It is wrong to make such a promise; to fulfill it is to add a second wrong. We can never bind ourselves by vow to do that which it would not be right for us to do without the vow. Therefore for us, with our Christian light, it would be sinful to fulfill such a vow as Jephthah’s. Nevertheless, the great Hebrew hero clearly felt that it was his duty to fulfill it, and therefore to him the vow was binding. If we blame him, it must be (1) for the rashness which allowed him to contract himself into an obligation which he would never have entered with his eyes opened, and (2) for the ignorance of the character of God which is shown in his supposition that God could be pleased with the sacrifice of his daughter. Even the imperfect revelation of God then vouchsafed should have prevented such a frightful misconception if it had been rightly used (Genesis 22:12). But we may find more of good example than of warning in the whole incident. Pathetic as is the error of Jephthah, his magnificent fidelity is a model of religious heroism.
     5. IN regards to Jephthah sacrificing his daughter (from Pulpit Commentary)  – 11:36. The touching submission of Jephthah’s daughter to her unnatural and terrible fate, while it reveals a most lovable character, seems also to show that the idea of a human sacrifice was not so strange to her mind as it is to ours. The sacrifice of his eldest son as a burnt offering by the king of Moab, some 300 years later, as related <120301>2 Kings 3:27; the intended sacrifices of Iphigenia and of Phrixus in Greek mythology; the sacrifices of children to Moloch, so often spoken of in Scripture; the question in <330607>Micah 6:7, “Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” the Phoenician custom mentioned by Sanchoniatho (quoted by Porphyry), of sacrificing to Saturn one of those most dear to them in times of war, pestilence, or drought; the yearly sacrifice at Carthage of a boy chosen by lot (‘Sil. Italicus,’ 4, 765), and many other examples, prove the prevalence of human sacrifices in early times, and in heathen lands. This must be borne in mind in reading the history of Jephthah.  
    6.  Another explanation for the vow that Jephthah made was that he did not physically sacrifice his daughter but that he dedicated her to the Lord for her life and she was not to marry.

D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.

     2.

     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.

     2.
Note:  If not in file cabinet, Attach Lesson Material to Plan. If possible, provide this completed form and any lesson material in electronic form to lsetjones@bellsouth.net 
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 7
Lesson Topic and Text:  Samson and the Philistines  Judges 13-14

NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
G. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1. People do evil and the Philisitines oppress them for 40 years ( Read Numbers 33:55 for Moses' prediction of what would happen if the Israelites did not drive out the Canaan inhabitants)
2. An angel appeared to the wife of Manoah and tells of the son she will have and that he is to be a Nazarite
3. The woman was not to drink any wine or strong drink; and she was to eat only good, wholesome food.  When the boy was born, he was not to drink strong drink either; and strangest of all, his hair was never to be cut.

4.  Samson wants to marry a Philistine woman against his parents wishes. It was against God's law for Israelites to marry Philistines, but God allowed this marriage for He "sought an occasion against the Philistines." (Judges 14:4)  

 5.  Samson kills the lion
6.  Samson’s riddle at the marriage feast
7.  Samsons bride reveals the riddle and Samson goes to the Philistine city of Ashkelon, kills 30 men and gives 
      their change of clothes to the men who answered the riddle
8.  Samson’s wife marries one of his companions and Samson sets the tails of 300 foxes on fire to burn 
      the grain fields of the Philistines.

9.  The Fatality of human desires. (Samson wanted the Philistine woman because she pleased him)

10.  Like Samson and the lion, God will help us in times of trouble to win the battle against our 
             spiritual enemies.
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1. Describe what is meant by the Nazarite vow 

2. Describe the mistakes made by Samson 
3. Tell how Samson’s reign as a judge was different than the other judges  (see # 2 below)
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
 1 .A Nazarite (or, more correctly, a Nazirite) means one separated, and specially dedicated to God. The law of the Nazarites is contained in Numbers 6., where, however, only Nazarites of days, i.e. Nazarites for a definite time, arc spoken of. Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist were perpetual Nazarites, Nazarites of for ever, as the Mishna classifies them. Abstinence from strong drink, and from anything made of the grape; letting the locks of the head grow unchecked by the razor; and keeping quite clear of any pollution from a dead body, even in case of the death of his nearest relations, were the chief articles of a Nazarite’s vow.  Some people took the Nazarite vow for a specified period of time.  Others, such as Samson, were under it from their birth until their death.  Two who were also Nazarites for life were Samuel (1 Sam.  1:11), and John the Baptist (Luke 1:15).  
     2.  Judges 13:5  Samsom did not “deliver Israel” as the other judges did; but he began to shake the Philistine power, and prepared the way for the deliverance of Israel in the time of his worthier

         successor Samuel 
   3.  Who told his parents before he was born that he would be given to them?  Who were other children of 
         promise?  Isaac, Gen. 17:19 and 18:10, 14
3. John the Baptist, Luke 1:13     Samuel, 1 Sam.  
           1:9‑17
4. Jesus, Luke 1:30‑31

 4.  Here is a rare opportunity to teach the evils of strong drink.  Emphasize that when God gave instructions directly to the woman about the care of her child, He forbade wine or strong drink.  Take time to explain how harmful intoxicants are; how they are habit‑forming, so that one should never take even the first drink, for no one can know whether he will become a victim of the habit from the first drink.  Do your best to lodge in the minds of the students a strong aversion to the use of strong drink.    Point out the false idea of the attractive advertising that is being done by the manufacturers of intoxicants.  They picture strong fine‑looking men and beautiful women as drinkers of beer and other intoxicants.  But any sensible person knows that those who indulge in drinking become anything but strong and clean appearing.  If they drink too much, they become weak, bleary‑eyed and repulsive.

 5. Previous judges delivered their people from oppressors.  Samson did not.  He also did not help the condition of the people.  (Emphasize that whatever God has given each one in strength, or intelligence, or other ability, is to be used for advancing the good of our fellow man as we live righteously and try to get them to do right also.) Let us not use our own strength, of whatever kind, for our own selfish satisfactions

6.  The influence a woman can have on a man for good or bad.  The lessons which we draw from the married life of Manoah and his wife seem to receive a striking confirmation, by contrast, from the unhappy union of their son with the daughter of the Philistines. Here everything was against a reasonable prospect of happiness. Their religion was different, one might say opposite. Samson had been brought up in the faith of the LORD God of Israel. His creed was that there was one true and living God, the Lord of heaven and earth, and that all the gods of the heathen were but vain idols. His religious duty was to love the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, and to serve him alone. His wife did not believe in the Lord, nor love him, nor fear him, but was a worshipper of Dagon, whose temples were at Gaza (<071621>Judges 16:21-30) and at Ashdod (1 Samuel 5:1-5). There could therefore be no union for them in that great bond of union which is the living God. Righteousness can have no fellowship with unrighteousness, nor light with darkness, nor the believer with an infidel, nor the temple of God with idols.

7.  Samson sought for a wife with the wrong criteria - superficial
D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.

     2.

     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.

Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 8
Lesson Topic and Text:  Samson Defeats the Philistines   Judges 15-16

NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
H. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.  Samson’s wife is given to his companion
2.  Samson destroys Philistine crops and vinyards by captureing 300 foxes and attaching a torch to their tails
3.  Samson takes revenge of Philistines that killed his first wife and father in law

4.  The men of Judah attempt to tie and deliver Samson to Philistines and Samson takes a jawbone of a donkey to kill a thousand Philistines
2.  Samson goes to Gaza and the Philistines try to capture him.  He lifts gates from hinges  
3.  Samson marries Delilah
4.  The offer from the Philistine lords of  pieces of silver to Delilah if she tells them the source of Samson’s  strength 
5.  The four different attempts to take away Samson’s strength
6. The Philistines captured Samson, put out both of his eyes, tied him in brass chains in a prison, and  
     forced him to grind grain.  (Grinding was the most degrading form of labour, the punishment of  
     slaves among the Greeks and Romans
7.  Many Philistines gather at the temple to worship Dagon and Samson pulls down the support beams for the temple
8.  Samson is the last judge we will study in Judges.  The last few chapters in the book are about some   
     problems  that occurred in the tribes of Dan and Benjamin Notice especially the last verse of Chapter 
     21: "Every man did that which was right in his own eyes."

B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc) 

1.  Tell how long Samson judged Israel. (20 years)  

2. Recite the various amazing feats of strength that Samson displayed

3. What were a few of Samson’s weaknesses (revenge, women, lack of judgement)
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.

   1.  The outstanding lesson is that Samson acted on the principle of repaying his enemies for their evil and would give them a little more for good measure.  He thought that, when they had done harm to him, he could get even with them and would not be blamed for giving them as good as they sent and just a little more.  (The students will be able to see that ‘getting even’ never settles anything.

        When the students realize that revenge is wrong, turn to the "Golden Rule" in Matthew 7:12, and show the contrast.  (This is also the Memory Verses suggested for this lesson.) We see from Samson's experiences that his rule did not work; it made bad matters worse.  We know that Jesus' rule will work.  It has not been tried often, but where it has been lived, it makes friends and associations grow better and better under its guidance.  Notice Samson's rule of conduct: "As they did unto me, so have I done unto them." (15:11)   
        Which rule should we follow?  What was the result of these examples of revenge?  (Samson had to hide in a cave.) Read Romans 12:14 and discuss in connection with Samson's actions.  Revenge is a sinful way to act.  When you feel like getting revenge, you might say, "I'm going to pay you back for what you've done!" Revenge wants to shout back, hit back and hold a grudge.  A revengeful person is so busy being mean and hateful that he doesn't even think about being kind and loving.  What a shame!  If we hold hatred in our hearts, there is no place for love and happiness.  Do you think God is happy with a revengeful heart?  Would He want a heart filled with love?

     2.   The bar, mentioned in verse 3, was a strong iron or wooden crossbar, which was attached to posts by a lock and could only be opened with a key.  Ripping out the posts with the barred gates attached to them, Samson walked off with the whole mass on his back.  Secular history tells us this was the worst humiliation he could have inflicted on his enemies because city gates symbolized strength against their enemies.)

     3.  Samson was very strong physically, but he wasn't strong in resisting temptation.  The wrong kind of friends got him to do wrong things!  It is very important that we choose our fiends carefully.  The wrong friends can get us to do wrong and get us in trouble.  The wrong mate can do the same thing.

   4.  Have you ever known a nag?  It's not much fun being around a nagging person.  Nagging is repeating something time and again until people get tired of hearing it.  Usually naggers whine and have a pitiful cry in their voices.  They want you to feel sorry for them and do what they want.  But naggers usually aren't happy for very long, even if they get what they want, because they soon find something else to whine and nag about.  Consider Proverbs 19:13b.  ("Continual dropping" in KJV means "constant irritation.")

Samson's wife cried and nagged him every day to know the secret of his strength.  Her nagging must have bothered him considerably because he soon was angry and did some terrible deeds.  We need to learn better ways to ask than nagging.  Perhaps we also need to think about whether we really ought to ask for all the things we nag about.  We might be better off just being quiet!  The name Delilah means, "weak and pining one."

5.   Delilah told Samson he would tell her his secret if he really loved her.  People today try to get others to "prove their love" in wrong ways.  Talk about some of them.

6.  Read Judges 16:28.  He knew with God's help, he could do anything, but without God's help he was like every other man.  We, like Samson need to remember that we always need God's help.  God will help us when we obey Him.

   7.  One of the most instructive observations we can make with a view to our own guidance is that of the extreme danger of self-confidence. Humility is of the very essence of the Christian character, and the moment that presumption takes the place of humility the danger to the soul commences.
8.  In what way did Samson reap what he had sown?  (Galatians 6:7‑8)

9.  What do you think was the reason for Samson's downfall?  (His weakness for women.) What do the proverbs of Solomon say in this regard?  Read Proverbs 5:3‑13 and 7:25‑27.

10. The teacher is encouraged to show how certain "principles of life" are illustrated in the lives of these Old Testament characters.  Make these studies in the Old Testament such as will help your students in the lives they are living today.  Notice the following principles illustrated in the life of Solomon:

a. Marrying Unbelievers.  Much of the trouble Samson had was the result of his marriages to Philistine women who did not believe in God.  You will recall that his parents advised him to seek a wife among his own brethren.  But Samson failed to heed their advice.  It is not too early in the lives of your students to stress this lesson.  Far too many young people are disregarding this counsel.  As a result, marriage partners lead many into unfaithfulness.  Some are being led away from God completely.  Your students should be taught so they will formulate ideals which will result in finding companions in those "of like precious faith." Samson might have been a greater servant of God had he not become entangled with the sinful Philistine women.  Read the obvious wisdom the Apostle Paul enjoins on men today in 2 Cor. 6:14.

b. The Consequence of Violating God's Law.  Samson was taught that he was a Nazarite and was never to cut his hair.  His wife begged and nagged him until he told her why he was so strong. She promptly got friends to cut his hair.  Ultimately, this violation of the law of God led to his own death. If young people could see the consequences of sins before committing them, they would not sin so readily.  Get them to pause long enough to teach this valuable lesson.  Before acting, consider the end result.  When a man violates God's law, he not only loses the favor of God, but untold experiences of unhappiness will follow.

D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.  Have children list the judges by memory
     2.

     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.   Phil. 3:14
     2.  The Jews reliance upon God for their protection
     3.  Rebellion to God has consequences
Note:  If not in file cabinet, Attach Lesson Material to Plan. If possible, provide this completed form and any lesson material in electronic form to lsetjones@bellsouth.net 
Embry Hills church of Christ – Lesson Plan Form

Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 9
Lesson Topic and Text:  The Story of Ruth    Ruth 1-4
NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
I. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1. During the time of the judges, Elimelech and his wife, Naomi, with their two sons (Mahlon and Chilion) went into the land of Moab because there was a famine in their home country. They were of the tribe of Judah and had lived in the town of Bethlehem.   (Note that the scriptures neither condemn nor praise Elimelech for taking his wife and sons to Moab; nor are the sons condemned nor praised for their selection of Moabite wives.  The choices are simply stated as fact.)
2. They stayed in Moab for several years where Elimelech and the two sons died.  However, the two sons had married women who were Moabites.  They were Ruth and Orpah.

3. When word came that there was food again in Bethlehem, Naomi decided to return there.  Her daughters‑in‑law started to go with her, but when she came to the border of Moab she told them to stay in their own country.  The two girls wept, and Orpah returned to her home, but Ruth would not leave Naomi ; and thus Ruth, the Moabite, came to live in the land of Israel.

4.  Naomi had a kinsman named Boaz who owned fields of grain.  Since she had no means of support, Ruth went to glean from the fields of Boaz and he asks her to only glean in his fields
5.  Boaz receives the right to marry Ruth since the next of kin decided not to buy the land of Elimelech and take Ruth for a wife since he was already married.  The elders were witnesses and they sealed the deal in a strange way.  Ruth 4:7-8
6.  Boaz and Ruth marry and have Obed as a son and  Naomi cares for him.  Obed had a son Jesse and Jesse had a son named David.  Note also that Boaz was the son of Salmon and Rahab‑‑the one who hid the spies of Joshua
7.
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1.  Read the description carefully in the second chapter and see how gleaning was carried on.  Then read the law concerning gleaning in Leviticus 19:1‑10 and 23:22.
2.  Know the law where when a man died, leaving a wife without children, the nearest of kin to the dead man was to take his wife
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  We need to learn that even when sad things happen to us, we can be brave, strong and unselfish, just   
  like Naomi.  With God's help we can do anything.

     2.  Ruth gave up her own parents, relatives and country to settle in a strange land with Naomi.  WE are told that when we are Chrisitians we may have to give up our physical family but that we will have a much larger family in Gods spiritual kingdom.  Mark 10:30
     3. Ruth had decided that Naomi's God would be her God. How do you think Naomi was able to influence Ruth to reach this point?  First-Ruth was a kind person. How can we influence other in the same way?  By being like Christ.   I Peter 2:12     Each person has an influence on those around him.  This influence can be good or bad.    When we play fairly, we show those about us what kind of people we are.  They are deciding what we think about pleasing God.  If we play in such a way and behave in such a manner at all times, others will want to choose God for their God, too.  We can be of great service to the Lord in this way.  
4. Gleaning:  From Leviticus 19:9‑10 and 23:22, how was gleaning carried on?  Would that be a good custom for us to have today?  Why or why not?  Was the grain given to the people for doing nothing or because they did some work to obtain it?  Read God's law concerning work in Gen. 3:19.  Read what is required of Christians in this regard in 2 Thess. 3:7‑14, and Paul's example in Acts 18:1‑3.  How might it affect the welfare system in practice in our country if God's law were in effect today?

         Gleaning was an ancient custom established by God's law.  It was gathering grain or fruit overlooked or dropped by harvesters.  The practice benefited the poor, especially widows, orphans and travelers.  To see gleaners after crops are harvested is not uncommon today.  The gleaners are sometimes town or city people who come and pick beans, peas, tomatoes and other vegetables.  In some cases, they pay the farmer a price much less than in the supermarket.

        Men used the sickles and walked through the fields, cutting grain as they walked.  The sickles had sharp blades as the men waved them through the grain and the stalks would fall.  Other people would come behind, pick up the cut grain and put it in baskets to be carried easier.  Some grain was to be left in the fields by the workers.  Poor people were allowed to pick up the grain left behind.  This was called "gleaning." There were few jobs for women in those days, and many were forced to gather food behind the reapers.  It was their only way to keep from starving.

5.   Marrying a Childless Widow: Read Leviticus 25:25 and Deut. 25:5‑9  Laws of Marriage of Widows: The Levitical law of marriage was for a widow without children.  She was to marry her brother‑in‑law or nearest of kin to carry on the family name.  The law of land redemption and marrying kin was not connected in the Law of Moses.  However, it became a tradition to require the marriage from the redeemer of the deceased man's land.  This retained the land possession and prevented the family from dying out.  If a widow sold her deceased husband’s land because of poverty and a relative of her husband redeemed it, it was his duty to care for the widow needs.  If she was still young, he was to marry her.  The first‑born of such a marriage would inherit the redeemed property, so the name and the possession of the deceased would be perpetuated.

         Theoretically, all the land belonged to God and He had given it to His people for an inheritance.  The Israelites had the use of the land they received by lot.  Thus a person could not part with his family portion or sell it at his own will.  It was to remain forever in his family.  If it was sold and not redeemed by a relative, it was to be returned to the original owner or his heirs in the next year of Jubilee.  So, the land was not actually sold but only the produce reaped from the land until it was returned to the original owner.  Read Leviticus 25:10, 13‑16, 24‑28.

6.  Study Christ’s lineage in Matthew 1:1‑15.  Discuss how Ruth, a Moabite, was unlikely to have figured in it.  What part did Ruth and Boaz play in Israel’s?  Read the names of the lineage from Judah to David in Ruth 4:18‑22

7. Ruth’s Reward: Ruth's helpfulness and loyalty caused her life to be blessed by God.  She had a son by Boaz.  The neighbors came to see the child and rejoiced with Naomi over her grandson.  Many good things came to Ruth as a result of following Naomi.  Her son was Obed, who became David’s grandfather.  She had the greatest honor any woman could have ‑ to have Jesus born into her family.  She was greatly blessed for her faith.  Was it worth giving up her people?  What are some things we can give up for Jesus?

         We can receive rewards in this life just as Ruth did if we choose God and His people as our friends.  We will probably have troubles, but if we ask God to help us, to give us strength and courage, He will do it.  The mothers of others around you will want their children to associate with you if you have conducted yourself as one who tries to do right.  Then you are pleasing God.

        "Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others." (Phil. 2:4) In this lesson, Naomi thought about the well being of her daughters‑in‑law instead of herself.  Her unselfishness brought her happiness in the end.  Encourage students to memorize this verse.  It will be helpful as a guide in proper relationship to others.

D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.

     2.

     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.

     2.

     3. 
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Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #: 10
Lesson Topic and Text:  Samuel is Dedicated to God    I Samuel 1-3

NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
J. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.   Eli was a priest and a judge (4:18) .  He had two sons named Hophni and Phinehas.

2.   Elkanah had two wives Hannah and Peninnah.  Peninnah chided Hannah because she had no  
       children.
3.   Hannah asked God to give her a son.  She promised that if she could have a son, she would give him 
      into the service of God all his life.
4.   Hannah brings Samuel to the tabernacle to be trained in the service of the tabernacle to serve God 
       all his life
       5.   Eli’s sons rebel against God (Eli apparently had devolved upon his sons his priestly functions, 
             while he discharged the duties only of a judge)
6.  A man of God tells Eli that his house would be put out of the priesthood entirely, even though they 
     had been promised to stand before God forever.  
7.  Samuels three visions
8.  Gods decree concerning Eli and his sons
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1. Explain the consequences of rebellion to God upon Eli and his sons
2. Tell how Hannah showed trust in the Lord 

3. Name some other biblical characters who have been dedicated to the Lord.  

C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.

     1.    With this lesson we will study about another type of judge.  This one was also a priest.  God chose servants to do special work for Him.  These special servants were judges.  These judges were leaders of the Lord's people, not only in the way our court judges make decisions, but they were often leaders in war and in affairs of worship
     2.  Eli’s sons made sacrifices for the people who brought their animals as burnt offerings.  The law provided that the priests could have certain parts of the meat that remained.  The sons of Eli grew so bold that they demanded the choicest pieces and wanted them before the sacrifice was made.  When some people objected, Hophni and Phinehas said they would take it by force if it were not given to them.  This was a sin.  The sons were putting their own desires before their worship.  Punishment was sure to come upon them for their wickedness
     3.  Prayer:  Discuss prayer and encourage students to pray at home as well as at the worship service or in Bible class.  Just as our earthly fathers and mothers can answer a request of ours by refusing to give us what we ask, so can our Heavenly Father.  The fact that we do not receive that for which we pray does not prove God does not answer our prayers.  Our Father, knowing all things, knows some things for which we pray would not be good for us, so He does not give them to us.  When we pray we should be like Jesus when He prayed, "Not my will, but thine be done."

      Then like Hannah, when we realize God has answered our prayer, we should not fail to praise Him for it.  Sometimes we are so forgetful of the source of all good gifts that we fail to take time to thank God Who gives them.  Hannah said, "There is none holy as thee Lord; for there is none beside thee; neither is there any rock like our God." We should pray to God because He is all-powerful.  He can answer our prayers
      Jesus used our fathers on earth as examples. He said, "What father is there among you, if your child should ask you for bread would give him a stone instead? Or what father is there, if your child should ask for a fish to eat would give him a snake?" Jesus knew no father would do things like that.  Then He said, "If you know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more does the Heavenly Father know how to give good gifts to him who asks?" (Mt. 7:9‑11)

4.  When Eli heard the terrible news, he submitted to it saying, "It is the Lord; let Him do what seems Him good."

5.  If Hannah was a godly woman, how could she have given up her child?  This was a special time, Mothers are ordinarily expected by God to keep their children and care for them.  There is no greater thing a mother can do than to devote her child to helping God's people.  She must have been well aware of all the wickedness around her during these dark times for Israel.  She "separated" Samuel for serving the Lord in a special way.  Her prayer for a child was not a selfish request.  What an example Hannah is to us!  She joyfully kept her promise to God.  We should be extremely careful when we make promises to God‑‑or to anyone. 

6. Discuss how sad it was that Eli failed to control his sons, but just let them grow up without the help he could have given them of his wisdom and life experiences.  God was displeased with Eli as well as his sons.  Their wickedness resulted not only in trouble for themselves, but also in suffering for their father.  Discuss with students the necessity of their parents' training and restraining them as they grow up.  If parents fail in this duty, they will be displeasing to God and troubles may come as a result.

7.  Samuel did not want to tell Eli what God said, but he did.  It is often hard to tell someone you love the truth about their lives.  When we see our friends doing things that are wrong in the sight of God, we find it difficult to rebuke or warn them about their sins.  However, we must realize that the only way they can be corrected is by hearing and obeying the truth.  If we are silent, they might never learn that they are in the wrong.  If we warn them, they might even resent our attempt to help them!  What is the best thing to do in such cases?  Samuel learned that it was best to tell the truth, no matter how hard it might be.

8.  The ark was now at Shiloh, a town in Ephraim, about ten miles south of Shechem; for Joshua had removed it from Gilgal (<061801>Joshua 18:1), not merely because Shiloh occupied a more central position, but as marking the primary rank of his own tribe

9.  The power of Prayer

10.  Elis Sons. Not satisfied with the liberal portions of the peace offerings which were legally assigned to them (the breast and shoulder), they claimed other and larger portions, to which they were not entitled, and robbed the people for the gratification of their own appetites. What they would have fiercely denounced in others they deemed venial offences in privileged men like themselves. How often do official positions and selfish indulgences blind men to the injustice of their conduct, and harden them in iniquity.

WILFUL VIOLATION OF THE LAW (ver. 15). It was required by the Levitical law that the fat should be burnt on the altar before the offering was divided between the priest and the offerer; but instead of doing this, the priest sent his servant beforehand to demand his portion with the fat, that it might be better fitted for roasting than boiling, which was not to his taste. He thus appropriated to his private use what belonged to the Lord, and “robbed God” of his due. It was a gross act of disobedience, sacrilege,

and profanity, prompted by the same pampered appetite as his dishonesty toward men; and, in addition, it hindered the people from fulfilling their religious purposes, and made his own servant a partner in his sin.
D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.

     2.

     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  Rebellion to God has consequences
     2.   Bible Authority - God is concerned about following His word exactly
     3. 
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Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #:  11
Lesson Topic and Text:  The ark is captured      I Samuel 4-6
NOTE: Please keep in mind the “Old Testament objectives” as you prepare your lesson plan.
K. Lesson Content (the facts/stories that will be covered in this lesson)
1.  Israel goes to battle with the Philistines
2.  Because the Israelites were defeated they decided to take the ark from Shiloh into battle
3.  Israel is defeated, Eli and his sons and daughter in law die and the ark is taken by the Philistines
4.  The ark is placed in the Ashdod in the house of Dagon.  
5.  The idol Dagon falls before the ark and the Ashdodites suffered at the hand of God
6.  The ark is taken to Gath and then to Ekron and the people suffered so they decided to send it back to the Israelites.
7.  The Philistines send the ark back with golden tumors and mice on a new cart carried by two cows
8.  The ark returns to Beth-shemesh and many are killed because they looked into the ark.
B.  Specific Objectives
(For example: by the end of class, students will be able to recall/recite “………..….” 

These may include some of the “lesson content”, map, timeline, and memory work, etc)
1.  Why it was a mistake for the Israelites to take the ark from Shiloh
2.  Describe the Philistines and Caananites concept of nations gods 
3.  Describe the devastation to the Israelites and priesthood in one day
4.   What does the name Ichabod mean?  (The glory is departed)
C. Concept Development with Key verse (list any spiritual concepts/discussion that come from the text.  i.e. bible authority, the Godhead, types/antitypes/foreshadowing/prophecies that help draw connections between Old & New Testaments) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.  There are many examples for us in this lesson.  Four will be discussed here with a few questions 
            about each:

1. Why did God let the Israelites lose the battle with the Philistines after they took the ark into the camp?  They were being punished for their wickedness.  They had sinned by being idolaters.  (Make sure the students understand the words, "idolaters" and "idolatry.") They 
also sinned by thinking that all they had to do to receive the Lord's blessing was to "act" religious and to have the ark with them.  Their idolatry had caused them to consider the ark as a part of their superstition, rather than a separate item belonging to the one true God.  They were guilty of trusting in outward acts of religion rather than true obedience from a deep faith.

2. Can you think of ways people today make this same mistake?  Do you think it is true obedience of faith for a person to attend all the worship services of the church and yet live wickedly the rest of the time?  No, we must be concerned with obeying the Lord's commands with our best effort all the time!  (Accept other ideas from the students.)
3. How did God show the Philistines that He is all‑powerful?  (Allow students to tell the events regarding the idol Dagon in their words.) Do you think the Philistines believed the God of Israel was stronger than their idols?  Even though the Lord had cast down one of their idols and cut off his head and arms, then plagued all their people with sores and mice, they still did not tear down those idols and turn to the true God.  The Lord wanted even those wicked people to believe in Him and obey.  He showed them, by His power, that their idols were powerless, but their wickedness was so great that they refused to honestly accept the truth.  Let us always be ready to honestly study the Word of God and willingly accept whatever He wills for us to do.

4. Why did God punish the Israelite people of the city of Bethshemesh?  They deliberately disobeyed the Lord's commands.  Over and over, they refused to be true servants.  They needed to learn how sinful they were.  They had come to think of the Ark of the Covenant in the same way they thought of idols.  They had to be taught that the Lord, and the items involved in His worship, was to be respected.

5. The loss of the ark. The supreme distinction of Israel was the enjoyment of all that was suggested by the presence of the ark of God. By virtue of its structure, its contents, and uses, the ark was the outward sign of an inestimable good.  It meant that Israel was chosen above all people for a holy and far reaching purpose, in which all nations should be blessed, and that great covenanted  blessings were theirs. To them the ark was favour, noble destiny, protection and enrichment, knowledge, holy influence,  fellowship with the Eternal.

6. Death of the men of Beth-shemesh.  As a city of priests, must have known that death was the penalty of unhallowed gazing at holy things (Numbers 4:20), and it is more than probable that those who were smitten were priests, because in them it would be a heinous sin; for it was a repetition of that contempt for religion and its symbols which had been condemned so sternly in Eli’s sons. The mere seeing of the ark was no sin, and had given the people only joy (ver. 13), but as soon as they had received it the priests ought to have covered it with a vail (Numbers 4:5).
D. Classroom Activities (list the activities, i.e. crafts, songs, visual aids used to 
     achieve A & B.  NOTE: These may not be applicable for older classes.)

     1.

     2.

     3. 
E. Big Picture Segment Goals/Objectives (is there any reoccurring segment theme in this lesson or any other important concept that should be emphasized throughout the segment, i.e. respect for God’s word, Moses is a type of Christ) NOTE: You may not find any applicable to the lesson or any that come readily to mind.  Please do the best you can.
     1.   God is Holy
     2.   Bible Authority - God is concerned about following His word exactly
     3. 
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Class/Age: 4th & 5th Grade         Segment #: 4         Lesson #:12-13
Lesson Topic and Text:   Review Lessons
